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-Charter school grows to elementary level
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doors to 72 ﬁfth a.nd sixth-graders.

After the first school opened, Atkins
said he was left with a burning desire to
bring in younger children. .

Since then, Atkins opened another mid-
dle school in the North Ward, a high
school, and now, an elementary school,

“We wanted the longest amount of time
with our students,” Atkins said.

North Star Academy is one branch of
Uncommon Schools, a nonprofit charter
management organization that runs char-
ter schools throughout New York and New
Jersey,

Barry Carter is on vacation. His column
will resume next week.
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The three classes march in single file to
their prospective classrooms. Each class
has two teachers, and the classrooms are
painted in bright colors with homemade
posters adorning the walls,

“We constantly sweat the small stuff, all
day, every day,” Jackson said, “Every kid
must. do the right thing, every time, and
there are a lot of incentives . . . good behav-
jor is expected.”

At the end of each day, the students
have a 25-minute “choice time,” when,
based on their behavior, they are allowed
to choose their own activity.

The school operates 11 months of the
year and students are in class from 7:30
am. to 430 p.m. Many also stay until 5:30
for an after-school program, Sparling said.

“Amazingly, it did not take long at alt







